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King.  Nay, this success is due to von.    Where Is the prince now 1

Soldier.  The prince is preparing a report of the gallant deeds of warriors

whose heroism he witnessed.

King. Ah, he is engaged in a commendable task.

For when a warrior is wounded in an honourable action an
honour coming hard upon the event removes his pain. (28)

And where is Brihannala ?

Soidier.  Gone into the ladies' quarters to tell the joyful news.

King.  Send for Brihannala.

Soldier.   As the great king commands.    [Exit.~\
[Enter Brihannala.]

Brihannala. {Looking round thoughtfully.] I had to strain my
strength a while in stringing the Gandiva bow. In handling
the arrows my fist was awkward and unsteady. There was
no dexterity where the arrow-guard is fixed, and suppleness
had gone. Made languid by this woman's guise, by practice
I soon became myself again. (29)

For I,

Did ply the bow, with this disguise shaming me midst fighting
men, but that expedition was soon so rained upon with arrows
that the dust sank quickly stained with blood. (3O)

Ha!

Though I have won back the kine, and have gained a victory
for the king, my heart does not feel a victor's joy. For I failed
to seize Duryodhana in the forefront of the fray,1 nor brought
him bound this very day into the city of Virata. (31)

Decked out in this finery which the princess gave me as a token of her

pleasure, I feel ashamed to face the king.2   And so I will see the Lord

of Virata.    [Steps round looking about.]   Why,  here is the noble

Yudhishthira.

So young and yet so fond of the holiest penance-forests, a king
of men who leads a brahman's life. Though he has lost his
kingdom his glory is increased. Though he does not wield
a sovereign's sceptre he bears the triple staff of an ascetic.3 (32)

[Approaching.]   Bhagavan!   Greeting, ray salutations, my respects!

Bhagayan.  Bless you.

Briharmala.  Hail, my lord !

1 Duh&sana   *of hard commands'  for         3 Made of three bamboos, symbolizing
Buryodhana.                                                  control of thought, word, and deed.

5 Yudhishthira.